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CIia:- ;:*. "^l
- not ¦.'ten that con-

g euiotlona trou-
1 !o me. But on thnt

noon ns 1 walked
to Mr. ("oddard'a

m l expo: '.>nced tbe
su.:ugeat coiitradiction

of feeilugs. One moment I thought 1
would pursue the tragedy no further,
but decamp lmmediately aud let my
master work out hla own fate. After
all, he was nothing to me, nud he prob¬
ably cared lese for me than I did for
him.
But the next moment I .would have a

revulsion of feellnga. I would fall to
pitying and sympnthlzlng with both
my master aud Misa Stetson. Her
love for him was genulne, and it must
be a terriflc blow to recelva auch intel-
ligenee. Waa ahe not to be pltied more
than Mr. Goddard? On the other hand
he wnsconscioua of th* terrible doom
that a waited him and was huoyed up
only by the tbought that posslbly Dr.
Squlres could cure him. But now he
could never gaia hla prtxa. Would
Bhe marry him even though pronounced
cured?
What would bo the result? Mr. God-

dard would go away to some foreign
country, and after grievlng over him
for a time Mtas Stetson would yield
to the lmportunltiea of Dr. Squlres
and marry him. I aaw tha climax of
the tragedy, which, after all, would
prove a tragedy only to my master,
a:..! it made me more faithful ln my de-
votion to the unfortunate man. Thia
decided me to stay by him until the
time should come when my expecta-
tlous would be fulflllod. Then I would
return to my old ways. lieanwbile I
fwaa leading an honeat life and making
the money which I apent.

I had become quite efflclent in my
dutJetj and waa trusted ln many ways
that never fell to the lot of my pred-
ecessor. I waa more than butler.I
waa my master's contldeutial aeeretary
ln many respects. But there were some
secrets that Le would not reveal to me,
and one waa the dread disease which
brought him so much care and aorrow.
After hearing the truth from Dr.

Squln¦-' own lips my attention was
drawn B3a*3 elosely to Mr. ("ori.lnrda
ajtp.arnrK-... I watched his languid
manners, hia pale fuce and all the
symptoms of disease that he sbowed
during his periodieal Ilta of si.
More than this. I read up all the med¬
ical bOOk I about leprosy aml then
watehe.l for the sigus. To an exeited
imagination these wer* readllv vIbI-
ble.

*.*«.. - i.n.i
the doetOff tOOk lunch at the house
again. nnd iuy attention was called to
tb.Bttatr by nn incidont tliat greatly
ufT.'.-t.-d nll of us. I bad not seen Miss
Stetson since that afternoon when I
watched b.-r from my hiding plaoe at
the wayside brook. She waa pah-r
than usual, aml her manner was nerv-
ous aiul exeited. espeeially when
Charles was near ber.
During the pro-r-.-ss of the lunch I

oaughi ber tdudying the hamls an.l
face of ber host on every oeeasion
wben his .-y.-s were turned away from
her. 1 oould not at flrst understand
the reason for thia secret srrutiny. but
it suddenly dawnod upon me that ahe,
too. had been reading on the subjeet
aml was looking for aymptoma of the
disease.
The doetor, aa usual, was the life of

the party nnd kept the eonversation
flowlnv; freely from one to the other.
never being nt a loss for words. Nev-
erth.'b-ss there was an uneasluesa in
hla manner which seemed very unnat-
uraL My master alone uppeared to be
perfectly at hla ease aud nonnaL
When the conversation lagged a mo¬

ment, he suddenly rubbed the back of
ooe of hla handa with the palm of the
other and aald:
"Doetor. I think I muat have run up

agninn some poison lvy or suraac in
the woods, for I'm sure that my hands
and face are polsoned."
Tery likely, very likely," the doc¬

tor replied quickly, but with a little
tremor in his voice. "There is a great
deal of it around, and one of your na-
ture would be very ausceptlble to 1L"

**My hands and face itch terribly,
and blotches are breaklng out on my
face and forehead," Mr. Goddard con-
tinued.

I looked at aflss Stetson. She was
aataring at my master with horror writ-
te$) all over her face. The hand that
held her fork tremblod so that Bhe had
to put lt down.

itfv naaster dlspiayed Ms handa and

iUa tbe** rid ew^orT&TtociTo*
hand. Are they not tha reault Of
ion? Aad over my eyes and foro*
4 TL*y *e*tu to bo braalang out

atl over."
» 'Frebably, Charfea 1 will mvestt-
atts after lunch," the doctor aaid hur-
tt«A\y, glancing toward Miss Stetson.
For the first time Mr. Goddard turned

hij ayes toward h*r. Feeiing that shs
waa attractlng attention, her ov*r-
wrought ucrves could stand the straln
Too longer. Ehe had b*en thlnklng as
I had.that the brown apota were the
first and earliest aymptoma of leprosy.
We both knew Juat enough to be car¬
ried away by any symptoms that ro-
Butnbled those which lndlcate the be¬
ginning of the dread disease.

"3elle, .wbat is the matter? Are you
111V"
Mr. Goddard had hardly spoken these

Words before she dropped her hands
and fainted. She would have fallen
to the floor had I not caught her ln
time.
They deposlted her on a couch and

rubbed ber handa and molstened her
brow with water. She alowly recov-
ered consclousnesa
_ 44Tou_Bhould not have mcntloued bo.

Ing polsoned to her." the doctor aaid
admcnishingly to my master. "To one
of her aensltive disposition the mere
nieution of a thing like that might
cause her to falnt"
"How careless and hrutal of me."

my iiuister said in tones of repontauce.
Thon as she opened her eyes he knelt

down by her side and, drawing one of
her hands into his. sald:
"Dld I frlghten you? I waa a brute

to do lt Look at me, Belle, and tell
me that you forgive me."
For reply she turned her head away

from hlm wlth a shudder and wlth-
drew her hand from his clasp.
"What Is lt, dear?" he eontinued.

"Do not draw away so. Tell me what
It is that I have done. I will do any¬
thing to repalr it Speak, Belle."
"Leave me, please; leave me," she

gasped. "I'm nervous and exclted.
Let tne alone for a few minutes, and
then 1*11 be better. But I must go
home. Doctor, will yon help me to get
on my things?"

"Belle, you're not going to leave me
llke this," pleaded my master, ap*
proaching her again.
But she moved aside and aaid ln a

waverlng voice:
"Let me go now, Charlea. Maybe I

can explaln some day. I'm not myself
now. Goodbyl"
She dld not extend her hand or offer

to take his, bat walked quickly out of
the room.
Mr. Goddard stood quite atill for

aome tlme, puzzled, perplexed, discour*
aged.

CHAPTER XII.
WAS probably as much
troubled as my master
over this sad state of
affairs. Mlsa Stetson'a
treatmeut hurt hlm
more than he cared to
coufess. Ile seemed ao

perplexed and worried over the matter
that I was several times on the point
of telllng hlm the reason for ber sud-
den aversion for hlm.
There was but little doubt that he

had noticed her dlslike for him, but he
was too proud and sensitlve to men-
tiou the inattor to any one. He was
in.t n klnd to gpoak of such personal
.juostions araa to Dr. Bqt_rta F..r
¦eraral days he remained uway from
t!i>> Btotooo manaiaoi Mndtag aaa ovoo
twlee a day to luquire after Miss St.>t-
son's health. 1 nev.r aaw her myself
in any of thOOO, visitv. ©3_C©p< the last.
Thon, Instead of .endiug the message
down to nn- l>y one of tlie servants, she
called mo up to her library.
The lirst thiBg 1 uoti.-ed nhnut her

was a pacattar eaiewan, nffarii
praaafcm oa ber Cmca. Dndor tb© dark

in.l arouml tba lips there were
delicate llr.es and tiuts whieh re\
mors th:«ti w..i\!s. Sho had sulior>>«l
and was doOBted to suft'er more. l'i-
thetlc ncceptanee of her lot was ap¬
parent 08 every lineair.ent a.f ber f;»« av

She had evidently hattled siic.-essfnlly
with herself and had DOCOtDa resigned
to her falc
Ths room in which she ushered me

was an old fushloned library where
her father, the doetor, had gatherod
together many rare books and euiios.
The heavy wooahvork, the dark paper
and furnishings of the library east a
gloomy OOpOCt over the sole oeeupant.
and her white fare gloamcd out of the
darkness like au old fashloned picture
ln a soml.er seitlng. In splte of her
surroundings she was still beautiful.
more beautiful lt seemed to me than
when fully exposed to broad daylight.
Hers was a beauty that dld not fade
ln light or shade.
"You come from Mr. Goddard wlth

a message for me?" she sald lnterroga-
tively as I entered the room.

"Yes, ma'am. ne sent to Inquire
after your health," I replied, bowlng
respectfully.
"And he trusts yon without a writ¬

ten message?" she eontinued.
"In this matter he does, for he con-

aldered you too ill to wrlte, and he dld
not wish to put you to any unnecea-
aary trouble."
"That is the true reason," she sald

quietly. "He ls always very consider-
ate to me."
"He is to every one," I added, wish-

lng to show my devotlon to hlm.
"Yes, yes; he ls klnd to alL He ls a

good man."
"I have never met a better, ma'am.

lf you will permit me to say it, and
I've a©en many kinds of men In the
world. He ls always thiuking of other
people, and lf he does wrong I believe
h© haa aome good reason for it."
She looked at me as lf she liked to

hear me praise hiu_, and when I stop¬
ped h«r exprsssion seemed to say, "Go
on, g© on; it's muaic to me." But I
knew my positlon and would say no
more.
"If Vfr Goddard well hlmself?" ah©

asked when she found that I waa
mute. ,

"Yea. Exeept for an attack of poison,
which has now gone away entirely,
he has been vary w©U."
She turned a shade paler and then

fluahed a little as she remembered that
I h&d been present on the day when
ahe fainted.
"Oh, yes; I remember he spoke of the

poison the last time.I aaw him," ahe
aaid lu a moment, recoverlng her men-
tal poise. "Have the spota or eruption
entirely disappeared TT
"Entirely, ma'am. There are no

eigns of any left."
"I suppose Dr. Squires gave hlm

something to cure them."
I knew that she was thlnklag of the

floctor's cure for leprosy and that she
tmagined he had given my maater
something which woald drive away
the first symptoms of the disease, at
least temporarlly. But I knew dlffer-
ently, and 1 courted th© opportunlty to
diaabuse her mlnd of the mistake.
"No, ma'am; the doctor dld nothing

for my uiaater." I auawsrecL "I gavk
bim something which cured tbe erup-
tion."
"You? What did you know about the

matter?**
"Not very much, ma'am. except that

I had been poiaoued one*, and I re-
mernbered what belped n*. 1 aaked
my master to let me get him a bottle."

**A bottle of what?"
"Wltch haaeL It waa one of my

mother'a cur** for poisou from ivy or
Buinac**
.*And that cured himT**
Her face brightened wonderfully.

Bhe began to reailse that ahe had been
a victim of her imagination.
"Completely," I answered.
"Then lt waa not.nothing more aeri-

ooa than ordinary poison," she added.
with a sigh of relief.
"Nothing. ma'am."
She gave expreasion to her relleved

feellngs in a ahort laugh. Th* sweet-

**Fou come from Mr. Goddcurdf"
ness of it made me turn my bead to
look at her. The beautiful face had
suddenly lighted up bo that lt seemed
almost dlvine ln Its expreasion. Here.
I thought, waa true love, and I willlng-
ly adored her for lt
"Pardon me," ahe said after a mo¬

ment of ailence. "I was thlnklng of
something else which amuBed me.
You must take a message to your mas¬
ter."
She walked toward the Ubrary table

and drew pen and paper from a draw-
er. She hesltated a moment and then
added:
"No; I won't writa, I will send a

verbal measag* by you. Charles haa
trusted you to bring one, and I will
return lt ln the same way."
"Thank you. ma'am. I shall endeav-

or to prove worthy of the trust"
"Well, tell Mr. Goddard that I am

quite recovered and that I expect to
have him call on me today. Be sure
to tell him that I must see him at
once. Iie must give up every other
engagement to come to me. Now, do
you understand? Can you put it so
he can't say no?"

"I can. ma'am. and I'll venture to
give you my word of honor that he
will be here In-fore the sun sets."

¦ "Go, then. and prove your words."
33 I left her presonee l felt that my

mission had been one of tiuroy that
morning, for j t,;ui> apparently uncon
scionsly. 1-e.Mi the means of lifting a
burden teniporarily from one heavy
heart. I 1, now also that I carried a
msssagc that wouhl bring a rny of
sunhght Into the life «>r another.

1 Dalgaat have sBaOttlhod the lllipor-
taTaaTfOa of this intervlew to my master
or l might bave given him tho literal
truth. I know not which now. How
ever, 1 doUvorad tlie mossaje. It waa
aulticietit to make him obey it

ivsnlt of their saaOOtaaTtf wns man-
lfest at once. Botb of them appeared
happy and normal again, and the old
relntlonshlp seemed to be re-eatab-
lislied. How mncb Miss Stetson ex-

plained to liim about her fears and
knowledge of his case I< never knew,
but for a tlme at l.-ast she was de-
termined to put down all f.-elings of
aversion for my master because ot her
knowl.Nlse that he wns n doomed
leper. t)r perhaps.like another self
eacrlflcing virgtn that I have read
about.she had decided to consecrate
her life to him. to live by him and
'iiurse him through the eoming years of
pain and sufferlng and mental agony
which must ever be the lot of a leper.

CHArTER XIII.
IIAD now been ln my
posltlou about aix
montha The lnterest-
lng eventa which 1
have recorded had
kept me from any
longlng to return to

the excltlng experlences of my profea-
Blon. During this tlme I had grown
somewhat atouter, and my counte-
[nanco had begun to assume a klndly."benerolent well fed appearance. Nec-
esaarlly I had grown a trlfle lazler.
^Several times I had almost decided to
.return to my old methods of life, but
a certain Inertia, undoubtedly bred and
nourished by my new existence of easa,
always prarrented. I would keep d*»
'ferring tho Uuie uatU a more eonvan-
i.ent period.

; A genuine fear that I would lose my
jaklll through lack of practice oceaalon-
ally tormentcd ms, but each tim* I
put H aald* with th* thought that Bry
professiou waa no loag*r an abaolut*
h*c**aity. It did aat m*an br*ad and
.buttar to me as lt did at *ne time. I
kwaa a full fl*dg*d butl*r, and I could
secure a good recommendation from
'my maater any time I trnoae to leav*.
Warned by my own .xperiencea, I

never let an opportunlty paas to belp
a young man just Bt&rtlng on tha
downward road to get back to th*
main highway. I never entertained
any aerioua thoaghta of getting back
[there myself. but I hato to sea others
atraying frem lt *

j Nevertheleaa I now foond myaelf
slowly driftmg back to an honest Ufa
;Thls had been accomplished through
no cboo8lng of my own. Circumatancea
again were responsible for thia change.
I did not make any resolvea to remaln
thua for any length of time.in fact I
rather expected that tbe tlme would be
briet
Aa I Juat remarked, I never Uked to

aee another, espeeially a young man,
taking the downward road, and lt waa
this strange feeiing that gave me a
little worry and anxlety in my idle life
aa butler for Mr. Goddard. I renlrxed'
'that my maater was leading a double'
life; that be waa pursulng his burgrory

fendencle© srstemattcally and fkat Ee
wa© committiag crtme evsa while be
wa© making love to Mlss Stetson. This
clrcu.istancs at first puxslsd as; then
lt worried and irrltated and flnally dla-
gusted me. I could not fetsoto ita
tneanlng. I aaw my own rrims. lllus-
trated tn hlm. Ln lt© true light. and it
posltlvely made m© aahamsd of my
record. I long©d to apesk of the mit
ter to him. but onr peculiar reiaUon
ehlp prevonted it.
While I sympathlsed wlth hlm for

the lncurabl© disease whieh bad al¬
ways east a bllght over hia jrouag life,
I soon learned to coudemn hlm for his
rasb folly. No man of his positlon. ln
telligence and oppnrtuuitls© ln the
world had any business to ©toop to
crlme. In ©om© cmfes necesslty may
drive a man to ths commission of a
theft and habit may later deaden his
conaclenee. hut no anch excuse could
be held out for my maater.
Ue was either bad at henrt. a erlm-

Inal by In.tluct, or be had a weak will
that had been perverted by others
when young and unformed. In every-
thing else he seemed a model of
etrength, self command aud intelll-
gence. Why should he be so belpless
ln this respect?
Since that first memorable meeting

at the dead of night In the Stetson
manslon no word or sign had ever
passed between us which Indleated
that we knew anythlng of the others
crimlnal tendencies. Out of a sense of
honor I kept my part of the agreement,
and for some reason he remained un-
commuolcative about the subject Nev-
ertheless I longed to break the Ice be¬
tween .us. If I could once more meet
hlm when robblng a house, I would
hav© the llberty to speak. and I would
not again bind myself to sllence.
Admlratlon for his sklll, love for

hlm as a man when not engaged ln his
professional work and a certain dls-
gust at his deceptlve, double existence
produced strangely confllctlng emo-
tlons In me. At times I f©lt that his
crlme should bo atoned for and that if
he should ever attempt to marry Mlss
Stetson I would reveal all I knew to
her. Gradually bis moral disease
seemed more terrible to me than hls
physieaL As a leper he waa eufferlng
for the slns of another, but as a criml¬
nal he was pursulng dangers and
pleasures of hls own free will which
ln time would entail aufferlng upon
others,
A wave of moral reform swept over

mo for a time and possessed me so

completely that I doddod to make
nmends for my past deeds by fcytng
to convert my master from hls evll
ways. If I oould accnmpllsh this. I
should feel that my Ufe bad iiot bOOB
spent ln valn.
Meanwhilo I lived Iu the fesr thnt h.

would be dlscovered. I knew from the
reports tliat somebody was conduct ing
¦ syKteiaatie series of ..1_glaiHo in the
nelghborbood. nnd 1 did not h.-s|t:,t..
to attaeh the lilanic t.i my master De¬
tective*, were OOOataotlj prawilng
nt»und at alght to eaptrtra thr rph
bcrs. hut ail their akiii agemed to b©
without Hvail. A h.-tter ta© l_M
the al.iiity of my master could not be
given.

OBAPSTCR XIV.
HEN I t-kched the con

-Ion tbat a
thing oagM t.» bo
done |o nave Mr
Qoddatd fruii ii in

seif. i bocan plannlng
the i>a*st eoora© to
poraoa. Ptrst i woold

have to meet hlm at nij_ht under eir
cumstanees siniil:ir to .mr lirst meet-
Ing. and tlien I wonld bOTO th© liberty
to apoak to him. To aeeompllob this i
wat.-lud bim every Ddght, often ¦ttttng .'
up until nearly daybreak to see lf ho
left tbe h.uise. For nearly a week 1
followed this ii.ursc. and 1 could swear
tbat he had not lofl his bed aft.-r mid¬
night.
On the seventb Btgbl h« bad an

igroomont to amot Dr Bqutroe nt his
otliea'. nnd. feeling woru out with my
oaoaeoooofo] vi^iis. i rodrod oorty and
enjoyed n sound nlght's sl.-ep.
That night n i.lg robbotj was eoni-

mitta-.i not live miles from the house,
and the following morning overyliody
was talklng atx.ut It. When I hearil
the news, a terrible suspiclon seized
mo. My master was tislng hls alleged
appolntmentp with the doctor as a
means to throw me off ths traek. I
tried to trac© back the date*- of the
various robberles, aud I Imagtned that

I oould establlsh a colncklence be¬
tween them and Mr. Godd&rd's vlalta
to Dr. Squires.
All tliat day my master wns rndo-

lent und worn out, as usuaL, and I in-
Btantly attributed it now to his work
of the precsding night and not to any
poison whieh th© doctor was admlnla-
tering to hlm.
When this light dawned dearly upon

my mlnd, I knew exactly what to da
I elept soundly and peacefully during
the next few nighta, but ftUout, ten
days later when my master announced
that he had another appointmsnt with
Dr. Squirea I prepared to ©peud th©
bight following him.
He left th© house about 8 o'clock.

To my surprls©, he dld not take hls
horse, but wslkod l«l©ur«ly down th©
road toward the old haurrted manslon
that the doctor bad a© long oceupied.
I followed him at a respeetful dls-
tanee, but he did not seem nervou© or
at all susptcious. He walked careiese-
ly along, without ot_c* looking behind
hlm.
He reached hls aesttnatlon about

half past 8 and walked Lightly up to¬
ward the house and entered. This dld
not astonlsh me, for I ©upposed that
he really did go to the doctor'* and
probably submitted to some sort of
treatment Hls midnight maraudkig
would begin after he left to go home.
X oautiously approached the house

and tried to get a glimpse of the In¬
terior, but the bllnds and shades were
so elosely drawn that I failed to get
a glhnpse of e-en the light. I con-

teuted"myself wlth exam.nhig the bur-
glar alarm, for at some future time I
might flnd lt useful to unfnsten it from
a window without giving an alarm.
The minutes passed alawly. Not a

sound or movement from lnslde could
be heard. Accustomed to warltlng ln
patleuce for a long tlme, I did not flnd
my vtgil so dlfQcult. I entertalned my¬
self ln various ways to keep from fall-
ing asleep. A few moo«ej_ta of sleep

thljebt .faell *v*a^t*aiBg f*r ma
It oiiiart have b«ea iherti.v after rxstd-

nlgbt when I haard th* front door
creek oa ita hhagaia I wa* eoaeealed
bebind **m* **arubb«ry at th* time,
wher* I could comaaaad a good vle*w
of th* *atranc« to th* haoa*. Th* door.
1 kn*w. wbs ovKauina;. but no ray of
light atream*d through th* cntfrk. Th*
whol* houa* waa ia f*«c wreppod ln
darknes*.

I aaw th* ahadowB ot* two men on the
front poreb, aud by th*4r general out-
llnea I knew that oo* waa my master
and th* otber D*. Squireax Nelther
spoke for aomv tima Theu I heard the
doctor aay in a low. muffled voice:
"Now. Charles, th* bouaj* i* three

mlle* b*l*w. aud you Oaagbt to reach lt
In half an hour."
"Yes: I'll reach K tn batf an bour."
**You must be extra eautious. for

there ar* ruauy detaactlve* around.** the
doctor coutinuwL

"I shall be very careful."
"Then go aud return aa soon as pon-

alble."
They separatod. The doctor atole

nolselessly back Into the house and
my master walked atealthily down the
gravelly drlv* toward th* mein high¬
way.
Hia manner had completely chamred.

Every movement he made indleated
suapiclon and alertnees. II* was not
nervoss. but every faculty waa stralned.
Ile waa now the professional burglar
ou the sceut. The slight breaking of a
twlg or the cllnklng of a pebble. I
knew, would arouse and alarm him.
My prey was uot an eaay one to fol¬

low. Ue would stop and turn upon his
tracka ln the most unexpected way.
Hia ears and eye* appeared gifted
with wonderful powera of aenaation. I
had to iucrease the distanoa between
us to avoid detectloo.

I managed to keep him ln sight for
about a mlle, and then he auddenly
gave me the sllp In some Inexplica-
ble manner he had dodged away from
me and dlsappeared as completely aa
lf the earth had swallowed him. Cha-
grlned at thua being thrown off the
traek. I put all my energles at work to
regain the lost tralL For two hours I
wandered around. vainly trying to
catch a gllmpse of th* man. I beeame
so reckless that I would have exposcd
my person to him lf lt would have dis-
covered hla wherenbouta to me.

Finally I gave it up ln disgust I
seated myself under a tree near the
highway and reflcctcd. Certalnly I
waa baffled for tho night I was oa
the point of returning home when tbe
words of Dr Squlres recurred to uie.
The two w.-re evidently on^a-.-d ln
the aaUM erimlnal praetiees. aml they
would probably meet ngain that adgbl
somewhere.
Wlth tbls thought uppermost ln my

mind 1 cautionsly retraeed my stops t >

the doetor's li.nis,.. OsTata I thotmht
that I had <llso>vored my master l

I'hlellt. but upon ch.s.-r Obi
UOB I .-I nv.-.s .,() th.

ing « detective. An nr-
r.-st at s-icli ¦ tirue of ihe night might
lead lo unp!er»s-.tit eon.pl:c;;tlons. and
.0 I r-mained half an lmur hi.'.ien In
t*W l.nshes until ihv mau had
pear.-d.
Wli.ti I reached the old mansion. pv-

:rk aad Bk
when I left lt to follow my m
There BT33 uo! the Btgfl of a Hv!:
Issg ar.-m-.d. l t-autlonsty Btartod ta
Walk tip tba cravelly drive. and the
.Ttilioh :; BOtOO Of tu\ :iol< .)
il-ar ud dlstinct on the night air. 1
Just had time to drop down h.-hind
laTMM .! rubPery before the front door
»f the house operu-d, nnd the dark
a'lad. H <.!' I aaTfBfl ¦SOinBal t.» flit out <.f
lt. 1 retnaiiied perfectly BjOlet, not
daring tO ..<\<- ..r scareely br.atlie.
I'mlouhtedly tbe DOtS* made by my

hud aftract.Hl tbe attet:;;..n of
Fomebody in the mansion.

I reim.in.d in thia; reelining position
for a full half hour. The shadow «.n
tbe poreb remained so parfOCti]
that 1 half Imaginod that it was an
lllusion «ar the retiectiou of some Inter-
-vening object. Kut my policy has ever

been to make aure of a thing Derore
deci.llng what course to pursuts, aud ao
I accepted tae beueJit of the doubt ana
wnltcd patieutly. Once or twice I
thought of the tales of eplrlts and
ghosta related about the old 'uiuusiou
uud of how they walked through the
empty rootns after midnight and made
free with all earthly occupnnta, This
did not disturb me, however, for l
knew that soinebody besidea splrlts
waa awake around ttsu house that
night

I waa getting tlrod of wutching that
lmmovable tigure on the porch, and my
eyellda were wlnklng and bllnklng
apaamodlcally when my ears caught a
sound directly back of mo. I did not
dare move my head an Inch, but the
thought of the bloodthirsty Danes sud¬
denly made me cold and clammy. I
lmagined I dotected tbe patter of their

"There am a%a*t*j Awttcttmi o*rmna\*
feet on the drivo, aud I grtjpped my re¬
volver tlghtly, determlned to make a
desperate stand for my hla*.
A moment later. my feaalags wer >

conslderably relae*»*al. Th* step* ap
proached nomrsr and nearer . soft
Btealthy, del'xmte steps thut might
been made by a cnlid. Then the hgm
oX a man Jooauved op wtthin three yaru.,

6T ms aad moved swiftly toward the
hous©.
But In that motnentary gllmpse 1

caught th* features of my mnater. In
hls hand* he carried u cluinay bundle
or articla, which 1 failed to make out.
Thon for th* first tlme th* shadow on
th* porcb moved The two met at the
top of tb* steps and quickly dlsap-
peared tn th* house. the door closing
noi-*I*»aly behind tbem.

I would hnve given much Juat tben
to have bad the j>owor to penelrute
behind thos* wooden walls or to have
ralsed th* ahades nnd looked luto the
doctor*B offlce. where 1 knew thst a
light must bo buruiug. But I felt that
my quest was end«*d for the night and
that further work would be useleas.
After waitlng around another half
hour I quietly stole out of th* yard
an.l hurried home to ref.ect over the
©tru-ige ©ccurrenees of the night

a* IIAFTER XV.
Y opinlon of Dr. Squlres
dld not lmprove any
after the disclosures
Just related, and I
was naturally Inclincd
to lay all the blame
upon him, argulngthnt
he had misled my

master ln some way or that he held u
price over his head nnd forced him to
do bis will. I took this view of the
questlon for several days, upholding
my master and reviling the doctor. at-
tributlng all sorts of evil things %o
him. Certainly he wns as great a
crlmlnal as Mr. Goddard. and lf one
was ever caught in the act of robbery
the other would have to be Implicated.
I felt that the doctor wns accepting
the easy part of the Job. stoying bome
to receive the stolen goods while my
master ran the risk of enpture and
even of being killed.
In the event of the hitter's arrest 1

kuew that l>r. Squires would suddenly
leave the neighborhood. and my mas¬
ter would be left to suffer the peunl-
tlos of their mutual crime. Incidental-
ly I deeidod to prevent any such un-
Just punishment by being on hand
when the doctor found the place too
hot for hlm. I knew enough about
their partnershlp to have hlm sen-
teneed to the stnte prlson for a good
long torm.
My old hatred of the doctor returned

wlth doublu force. I had more tangible
reason for disliking him now than
when I first Btispoetod him of attempts
to kill my master with poisons. My
suspicions that he was not all above
board in hls lonely life in tbe haunted
mnnsion were now eontinued. I would
make it a point to tBOOOtlgOtO the prem
ises ln splte of all opposition.
Theroafter I OOOttj but dellborntoly

went tO work to ofTeet au entrance inlo
tbe old house, «nd it may ba* romarkod.
lncldentnlly. tbat when a protessional
burglar of my standing makes np bis
mind lo enter a building no loeks. bolts.
bnrs or flottflt nlarms can keep him
out. More.e.ep. I fe.lt. tbat l bad JOOtlC©
on my side this t me. nnd. r<-.-ni'ot .-e.l
with n ij-.iiet conacfooea, i natta
< ially Kood plans.

it waa three atgbta later tbat i fotand
myself on th© p(t tnloea n-
time 1 was prepared fa.r a work tb.it
bad become :i Mfcoi <! nat*.

'- '.»>" mht lump ef bushes
ln the woods, i pn.ii'd te approocb
tbe house eritb catllke traads. l rt
ed the f|-,,.it porcb vrttboul mishap.
Tbero was no ommmi oot and the piaca
wns extremoly dark.
Wbao aatiaflod tbat erorything was

quiet I cMmbod op the larjcesl piazza
I.ost aud drew myself noiselessly upou
the uppor poreh. Hare l rOOtod a mo¬
ment and then crnwled oloog the side
s.. as not to make any craekling noise
with tb© ttnnod roof. I gnined tlie dark
.iile of th<* bouse. and by plaei:..
foa.t upon tbe staples which supportcd
tbo bOnda i daftly awnng myself up
on the slanting root of th*> third story.
On the top of the b.mse was a round

cupola tower inelosed in glass, and 1
Jmlged rightly tbat no burglar alarm
would be attached to these windows
and that noises made there would
hardly be heard by the doctor and his
old servant in their rooms below. I
reached tbe cujkiIu iu safety aud ufter
resting a fow minutes I proeeoded to
work.
In a few minutes I had cut out a

small plece of glass from the window
pane, and then, inserting my hand
through the aperture, I easlly un-
fastened the eatch. I took the pre¬
ea utiou, however, to be sure about a
burglar alarm. There waa none at¬
tached to the window, and so far I
was safe.
Once luside the cnpola, I flashed a

bright ray of light from my dark lan-
tern and lnspected my surroundings.
It was a small clrcular room wlth the
accumulated dust of many years gath-
ered on the window sills and floor. lt
was perfectly bore of articles of fur¬
niture and, as I Jadged, had not been
visited by any one for years.
A trap in the floor opened into hall

below. I tried this door aud und
that it was locked on the luside. An
ordlnary lock ls easier to pick than a
padlock attached to a staple ct the
opposite side of a two inch board.
However, I was prepared to encounter
all sorts of difficu-ties.

I could work ln comparatlvo safety
ln th* cupola. So, I t»ook a cold chisel
and softly prled up the ends cf the
ataple drlvea into the door from the
opposite aldcs. When I had straight-
eaed these out I forced tb- _.-adual-
ly out of their holes. They fell back
with a little elatter that startled me.
Would anybody hear the noise?

I waited breathlessiy for a full half
hour, squlnting my- eye through the
small heles te detect any ray of Hght
But apparently nobody ©lept ln that
part of the house, and the noise had
done no harm. I tried the trapdoor.
It stuck a little at the eorners, but by
prylng it up wlth my chisel I managed
to raise it without creating any noise.
An old ladder led from the trapdoor

to the hall below. I tested it with my
feet before venturing my whole weight
on lt for I was not certain whether lt
was strong enough to hold me. Then
I quietly dropped down into the ha'l
At last 1 wns netually lu the do-

house, but whether I would find w

I want*d was nnoth«*r .j-iustlen. i.s-
fore attempting nny investigation 1
made sure cf where tliv .foctor aud bJ©
old servant slept Tlielr sleeping
rooms, I diseovera«d. were on tlie
ground flpor. They opened Into eaeh

other. and both doors* were itandlng-
on the Jar.
Thia gava me the two upper stor_e_

all to myself. und I began my lnvestV
gutiou witb au easler mlnd. The firat
ro* ni 1 vntvred waa empty. wlth thm
exeeption of a few old cloth -a, blai--
kets aad d.scardod furniture. Th© ©oa
ond was furnished as for a tw _roo_n-
but v-ry UtUe furulrure was lu lt Tb*
third and fourtb were dlspoe. d of to .
few tnhmtss becauae of their barreis
appcaranc*.
The lars* back bedroom which o-ver-

looked the woods wna securely lockect
aud thv ker uiiasing. Witb fingers all
of a tretubltf Ln nntrclpatlou of a great
discovery 1 iir-oca-cdcd to pick the look.
Fortunately lt wus a common lock
which required but little real skill to
open. The spring was a little stlff and
rusty. but otherwhse It worked easQy-
snd I threw the lock back ln Its sock-
et without cnusitig anythlng inorethaxs
a slight grating noise.
Then I eutered the room aud dosedt

the door behind me. I flasbed the ligbt
from my Lantern on every side, taking
ln the whole room ln oue clrcular
sweep. and for .1 moment I was dlsap-
pointed. There was nothing vlsible lr_
the room except pi>s of old furniture-
coverlng. It looked as lf furniture hact
been stored ln the room aud then cov-
ered over with tbe cloth to keep the-
dust from accumulating on the artl¬
cles.
But why should the doctor haver

soch flne furniture stored away ln thl»

I ooon diriclottcd to vietc a collection or
treasure*.

upstalrs room? I rulsed one end of
the coverlng nnd started back ln as~
tonishmenL I could 0_D00t have tdjout-
ed in my surprisa. Throwlng back tba
cloth in oagat haste, I soon dlseloee.
to view a collection of trensures that
made my hand tr.-mble. No robber'a
cave evor revonled a rlcher store of
wetilth than tbat which lay spread out
bef<*re me.
There was the silver and gold plntot

of a dp.0 dilTerent families. Tho jew-
els nnd diamonds that had come dowx.
as hetrloouis fn>m several generatiousu
small stattiettes. goid frarmd pleturew
and photo-rnphs, solid silver knlves.
forks. spoons and platt s. watofiaa.
rlngs nnd brb* a ->nic of m. ro er b*-:;-*.
ratne were pii.-ai . beapa and etaeto
nn the floor and tabtes. ln short. tle
Wns evcrytbing that n robbvr eoubl
collect rrom a house and carry away
in a bundla

ia.17.ing tt this strange accumulatlon
of nilscelluneous ^.*<>.K 1 fott that I
was standing ln ¦ dangoroo for
the OODOCtor Of them would not h.
tate an lnstant to kill me ii
covered my presence. Here ere the ill
gOttefl guius of both my QMLOter and tho
doctor, and either one would be pro-
vokod aud frlghteood .-*lgb to tuko
my life if 1. saw me in tho
storeroom. Nevertheless I was so fas-
Cinated by tbo glittering hoaps of gold
and silver und pra-eious jewels that l
eoubi not ret'rain fraim cxamining and
bandMng eaeh one individually. I muat
have run considerable risk in so datiiig;
for some Of tbe plecOO roUed out of tlie
bOOP and fell iq.on the floor. But t'
favor of wrttOB-ont trhlcb poaoooood
me could not be cuntrolled. ln all my
ozporfonoM 1 bad never iWiholfl such a
sight. It seemed like a gllmpse of a
burglar's paradise-

I believe for a short time I was be-
wildered and half crazy. 1 know that I
6eated myself on the floor and took up
one article after another, bolding it up
to my lantern to be sure of its genu_ne~
ness and then prossing it closely
against my face.
Then I filled my pockets with tttpin

and tried to eBtimate the wealth that
I could carry away, although I had no
Intention of removing a slngle art_clo-
from the bouse, My plan was to re*-
trace my stops »o that the doctor woulcft
not know that his storehouse had beer.
visited by a -trnnger. I had another
way to corner him or at least to bring:hlm Into my powaer by holdlng his so^cret over his head.
When I was finally satlsfled In gloat-

Ing over the stolen goods, I began
think of rcturning. I put the artleu
back in their places Just as I had foui
them and drew the cover over them
as not to exclte any suspiclon. Then I?left the room after one longing I00JC.7
behind, locked the door and retreatedtt
op the ladder to the cupola. I could not.
fasteu the staple ln as securely a© be-J-
fore. but by means ef a long pioce* of*
wire I succeedsd ln attaching !t loosery.
Into th© door so that nobody would iso-,
tlc© lt unless he happened to vislt tlvs
cupola. This I judged rarely occurred,
and I thought I was safe in leavrnff
matters as they wsre. I climbed down
the plarza post and ©nce more fotitnl
.iy«elf on the green lawn without hav¬
ing aroused any of the kimates of the
house.
? My aight's adventure had been euo-
ressful, and I retlrcd t© my bed feelin^;
that I possessed a secret which made
aae the eeual of eitrher my master or
the .doetor in power. At any time 1
might use this knowledge to ruin the.-.
or to force them to do my biddirijc.
Altogether I thought I waa a pretty
lucky dog.

» - #

[ro ns OTXKTir**T*_n*.l
.... ¦_cx a

ri«*ntjf of Exerel-e.
_>r. ?fewstyle. ave you followe<_l

my advice and l_ft your seden;.._-.-
oocupatien for -oraething a li-iUs
more aetire?
Mr. Aihng.Well, not exactly. Tfc

doesn't ©eein neoesaary ju.t at prea-
e.X.

_>r. Newstyla.Ahl is it possihlaT
M». Aiiing.Yea; we have a> baJtrj*

oA oar houae now..Tit-Bit©.


